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I. Our European Background. 


The history of education is essentially a phase of the history of civilization. 
School organization and educational theory represent but a small part of the 
historical evolution. The road that mas has traveled since the days when might 
made right and children had no rights which even parents were bound to respect, 
to a time when the child is regarded as of first importancd is a long and 
crowked one. Education's ups and downs have been those of the progress of 
civilization. Any history of education of our world, nation, state and county 
is a story of the progress of its people. 


The civilization we enjoy today is made up of the contributions from people in 
many different lands and ages. The story is a long and interesting one but 

I'll sketch in just enough backgroumd to give color and perspective to the story 
of our own educational degelopment. 


The civilization which we have inherited has come down to us from three main 
sources, and in a fairly continuous stremme The Greeks, the Romans, and the 
Christians laid the foundation. The Greeks placed a premium on personal and 
political freedom and initiative. They followed the truth as they saw it and 
developed a literature, art and philosophy which is our heritage today. We are 
indebted to the Romans for law, government and practical arts, 


These Greek ideas of freedom and democracy and the Roman law and order paved the 
way for our first modern force - that of Christianity. 


It was Christianity that saved civilization after the hordes of Germanic 
barbarioms descended fran the north. It took ten centuries to partially civilize, 
educate and reduce to national order this herde of new people and to preserve 
enough civilization for the modern world to be able to resconstruct iffrom the 
fragments that remained. 


II. The Beginnings of American Education. 
In the early days of our country there were three types of education. 
Type 1. The compulsory - maintenance attitude. 


The Puritans who settled New England contributed most that was valuable for our 
future educathonal system. Their schools were children of the Church and were 
patterned after those of Euorpe where they had lived, These early settlers wanted 
every boy and girl to learn to read so that they might read the scriptures. . This 
resulted in the Massachusetts laws of 1634 and 1638 establishing the principle 

of common taxation of property for the support of the schools, The "Meeting House" 
was the center of the religious and civic life. The laws of 1642 and 1647 ordered 
that all children should be taught to read, that schools be established and 
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teachers employed. This is the very foundation of our system of education. 


For very young children these were the "Petty" or dame schools, the Latin and 
Grammar Schools for College preparatory work and the two colleges - Harvard and 
Yale. 


Type 2 


In New England, the Puritan Calvinists had a complete monopoly of both Church 

and State, but in the middle colonies, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
Maryland there were so many different denominations that the parochial school 
provided all the educational facilities until well into our national period. 
These states came to depend upon the churches to educate the children all through 
the Colonial period and well into the 1800's. 


Type 3. The Pauper School or non-state interference attitude. 


This tppe prevailed in Virginia and other Southern Colonies. The rich plantation 
owners had tutors then sent their children to expensive schools in this country 
or in England. Public education was thought to be for orphans and the poor 
supported by the Church or state. This idea fused into the second groupe These 
two groups also saw that the orphans and children of the poor were properly 
apprenticed and trained in some useful trade, 


After the Revolution with the new responsibilities of Freedom and Government 
there was a breaking away from the strict demination of the Church and the rise 
of the civil or state school. 


Then begatnNational aid for education. The new national government was given 
title to all the lands lying between the Alleghenies and the Mississippi, 
from which to carve future states. 


As new states were formed the National Government set aside the 16th section 
of land in every township for the maintenance of schools within the township. 
Most of the early settlers to these states came from New England and they de- 
termined the future attitude as to public education in these states, 


TII. Early Education in Indiana. 


In the earliest dawn of Indiana's history, when there were only a few families 

at each of the scattered French military posts the only instruction was given by 
the French priests. If there was a resident priest, an effort was made to teach 
the children to read and write but the happy-go-lucky frontier Frenchmen resisted 
mental effort even more than he avoided physical toil. 


There never was a school in this territory until during the American occupation. 
In 1793 Father Rivet held what was probably the first regular school in Indiana, 
it was at Vincennes. 


IV. First schools in Northwest Indiana. 


The first school in Northwestern Indiana opened in 1829. It was a Baptist 
Mission under Rev. Isaac McCoy. Both white and Indian children received in- 
struction from the same teachers. This school was in LaPorte County on Hudson 
or DuChemin Lake in Hudson Township. 
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V. Early School Houses 


Our first schools were taught in the homes, barns, mills, the blacksmith shop, 

old forts, lean-tos built on to the homes and rude school houses. The school howes 
were built of unhewn logs, chinked with wood and plastered with clay mortar. There 
were large fireplaces of compressed mortar supported by pieces of wood. Chimneys 
were made of lath-like strips of wood laid in common mortar. Long shingles or 
clapboards made the roof. It was supported by logs and held in position by pols 
laid acroes each tier. No nails were used in the roof. Split logs with the flat 
side up made the puncheon floor. The seats were made of split logs supported by 
pegse Often a shelf was placed around the wall to be used for writing. Pegs in 
the wall behind the teacher's rough wooden desk held a supply of switches. Windows 
were of greased paper. Schools were usually warm as the fireplaces were huge and 
wood near and plentiful. Some schools had port holes. 


VI. Early Teachers in Indiana. 


Many of the first Teachers were men and women of good education and chlture who 
came from the east. They established schools not only for their own children but 
for their neighbor's as well. 


One of the outstanding experimants in the whole world was that at New Harmony where 
Owens and MacClure, two Scottish gentlemen, gathered a highly educated group to= 
gether from many places. 


These exerted a great influence on our educational system. Owens worked for years 
to get free schools established. 


Judge Banta in his book "Early Schools in Indiana", however says that all eerts of 
teachers were employed. He finds that the records’ list"one-eyed teacher", "one- 
legged teacher", "the lame teacher", the teacher who had fits, the teacher who got 
drunk on Saturday night and whipped all the children on Monday. One took his 
afternoon nap everyday. One hid his bottle outside and went out for it frequently. 
One openly carried his whiskey jug. An old sailor "spent a large part of his time 
roasting potatoes with his pupils." 


VII. Bhe School Day. 


School commended at seven in summer and 7:30 in winter. One hour at noon and a 

five minute recess - a 10 hour school day. Pupils rose very early, did their chores 
and walked miles through the forests to school. Before, it was safe for the children 
to go through the forests, the teacher went from house to house. : 


VIII. The Gurriculunm. 


The first schools were just reading schools. Writing and arithmetic (ciphering) 
were separate at first then they were combined into one curriculum and called the 
three R's, Spelling was added. Books were very scarce. The Bible was used for 

much of the teaching then the Horn book and New England Primer. Most of the schools 
were loud schools or blah schools - studying out loud. This was supposed to develop 
concentrations 


VIII. Salary of Teacher. 


The term was 3 months. The tuition ranged from $1.00 per scholor to $2.00. Some 
teachers did extra work for a living such as chopping wood. Often they took part 
of their payyin produce - wheat, corn, bacon, venison, pumpkins, buckwheat, oe 
leather and coon skins. 
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X. Adventures of Early Schools. 


Many times the school children encountered the wild savage, skilking beast or 
snakes. One incident is related of a panther scere. A father had killed a 

young panther on an early morning hunt and asked his boy to drag it to school 
then after school to take it home and save the skin. Later in the morning the 
school was startled by the screams of the mother panther, They closed and barred 
the door just in time. The panther ran round and round the house, scrathing at 
the door and chinking,. Then upon the roof she tried to get off the boards, She 
kept screaming and after awhile the father panther came and started to help her. 
However, some men in the distance heard them and came to the rescue killing both 
panthers. 


XI. Public Education in Indiana. 


Our first schools were private and church schools. However, the state made an 
early effort to establish free schools, The Indiana Constitution of 1816 specified 
"It shall be the duty of the General Assembly, as soon as circumstances permit 

t6 provide by law for a general system of education ascending in a regular grada~ 
tion from township schools to a state university, wherein tuition shall be gratis 
and equally open to all. The second constitution made the same provision but 
before either of them could be put into effect the federal government made pro- 
vision for schools by the land grants in its law enabling Indiana to become a state, 
But land was cheap and little revenue was callected for sometime and it was not 
until the constitution of 1852 that the public schools really became a system. The 
office of State Superintendent was created and elementary and high schools were 
established and school revenues provided. 


Caleb Mills of Wabash College who had come from New England was a great influence 
in establishing this law, 


XII. Early Schools and Teachers of Lake County. 


In 1837 on the western side of Cedar Lake Hervey Ball, father of T. He Ball, a 
leader of a Baptist group, a graduate of a Vermont College, settled. He had a 
large library, was a lawyer,a farmer, a surveyor and a leader of the community. 

In 1938 on a claim held by Hervey Ball was erected the largest and best log school 
house in the commnity. It was the first schoolhouse in Lake County. 


Mrs. J. A, H. Ball opened a school at Cedar Lake May, 1839. It was the first 
boarding school inthe county. Students came from nearbky counties, Porter, 
LaPorte and Newton. 


Besides the elementary branches she taught natural philosophy, polite ing, 
surveying, algebra, Latin and Greek. The first school in Lake County/Taught 

by Mrs. Harriet Holton in Crown Point 1835-36. The school was in her home. On 
the east side of Cedar Lake families had settled and school had been held ina 

cabin built by Leonard Stringham, then the school house was built in 1938 near 

the edge of Center Prairie about a mile from the lake. 


Near Creston a school was built in 1849. 
Soon after Mrsg Holton started her school in Crown Point (1835) a log school was 


built on East Street near the jail, and in 1841 a frame school was built at the 
corner of East Street and Walnut. 
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The next schooh in the County was near the Center of Southeast Grove. Olive Hixon 
was the first teacher and in 1842 Eliza Kenyon taught there. A new building was 
erected there in 1850 just south of the first building. 


In Lowell the first school was built in 1840. Mr. Jabez Clark was one of the early 
teachers. The next school there was in a private building on the Webb property. 
After that a small brick building was constructed where the Pixley Store later was. 
In 1858 M. A, Halstead erected the finest school house in the county. It cost 
$8,000.00 and stood where the present Lowell grade school now stands. 


The first school in West Creek was in a small log house built in 1838 upon the 
east bank of West Creek near the Torry Bridge site. After this, school was held 
in dwellings for a time. In 1854 a frame house wes built where the Michael school 
later stood. 


In North Township one mile west of the village of Highland a school was erected in 
1857. 


In Hammond David Bibson hired a scotch wood chopper to teach his neighbors' children 
in his private house about 1845. 


The first school in Hammond was not erected until 1863 on Hohman Street between 
Michigan and Wilcox Street. 


The establishment of the Gary Schools began in 1906 in a one-room frame building 
near the Lake Shore tracks. In 1907 W. A. Wirt became Supt.of Gary Schools. 


In Hobart the name of 0. H. Spencer is mentioned as an early teacher who began 
work in 1852. 


Crown Point Schools. 1851-52 Mrs. Robinson taught where Rockwell House stands. 
Rev. Townly pastor of the Presbyterian Church taught just north of Church Public 
School held in old Methodist Episcopal Church. 


"The Academy" was back of Presbyterian Church. The best teachers were employed. 
This became the parsonage in 1861. 


A three-room building at the South Ward was built and Mr. Cheshire was principal 
assisted by Mrs. Cheshire and Miss Thomas. Miss Mary Parsons had kehool in the 
stugy of Mr. David Turner's house with 16 young ladies of 15 or over. 


‘Next year it was moved to "Luther Hall". 30 or 40 pupils attended. 


/“ This same year (1865) Misses Martha and Kate Knight started a boarding school 


for girls. Later boys were admitted. It was very successful for several years. 


1852. T. H. Ball held first Teachers Institute in Presbyterian Church. It was a 
private enterprise. No state aid. In 1866 was held the first institute of the 
county under the direction of the state conducted by Mr. Cheshire, the school 
examiner. 


She was a graduate of Holyoke and copied that system, requiring pupils to do 
domestic work at home, study a required time and recited the Bible every Monday 


morning. 


1840 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1863 
1865 
1869 


XIII. Other educational influences. 


Debating Slub 

Cedar Lake Lyceum 

Cedar Lake Belles-Lettres Society 
Lake County Literary Society 
Crown Point Literakarg Society 


Pierian Society 
Webster Society 


These societies were all an our county. 


1865 Crown Point Institute by Timothy Ball. 4 terms of 10 weeks each. 


Primary Curriculum - Spelling, reading, writing, mental arithmetic, geography 1-4. 


Preparatorgy - English,grammar,algebra, latin, reading 5-6. 


College courses for young ladies - English, History, Compesition, Philospphy, 
mathematics, physics, latin, botany, zoology for everyone. 


XIV. County Superintendents of Lake County. 


David Pettibone 
William Cheshire 
Zerah Summers 
Wm. Cheshire 
James H. Ball 
Thaddeus Fancher 
James McAfée 

Wm. Cheshire 
Frank Cooper 

We R, Curtis 
Frank Heighway 
A.E, Condon 

C. A. Grayson 


3 years 
9 months 
9 months 
25 years 
5 years 
2 years 
3 years 
3% year 


S 
235 xeaxumonths 
2 yrs. 2 months 


13 years 
16 years 


XV. Value of school property. 


188 1923 
14,0, 000 8,000,000 


Number of School Buildings. 


1884 XRBR 
1923 
103 
32-(8-1 room) 
Number teachers 
174 1035 
Total cost of education 
$4,000,000. 


Number of pupils enrolled in elementary school 


26,000 
In high school 3,885 
Graduates from H.S. 41g 
Kandergarten . 4,000 


Parochial Education (Elem) 9,500. H.S, 


632 


1944 
21,000,000 


1944 


vy 105 


1544 


$6,000,000 


36,000 


15,000 


3,700 


